3l6      CHARACTERS   OF   THE   REFORMATION
Boleyn; and died, assassinated, a little before
the failure of the Spanish Armada expedition
against England. He was, roughly speaking,
a contemporary of Queen Elizabeth, but a few
years older. This elder William of Nassau,
Prince of Orange, has obtained in history the
name of " William the Silent" in rather an
absurd fashion, and he certainly has no right
to it.
Let us see how that name arose.  As a very
young man, or rather boy, he had been a sort
of hostage at  the French court to insure the
carrying out of a treaty between the King of
France  and   the  Emperor  Charles  V.    Many
years afterwards when he had abandoned the
Catholic religion and was in full rebellion against
his legitimate sovereign, he brought out a cock-
and-bull   story  to   the   effect  that  during  his
youth at the French Court the King had confided
to him a plot for massacring all Protestants.
He himself, William, boasted that on hearing
this terrible news he had been horrified,  but
had cunningly kept silent; and he gave it to
be understood that it required no small courage
and intelligence for a youth of his years to have
acted so discreetly under the circumstances.
The story William thus  told long after in
later life is an obvious falsehood.  He said not